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AI: Unprecedented Disruption of 
Legal System

“We will see more change in the 
[legal profession] in the next two 
decades than in the past two 
centuries.”

 - Richard Susskind



Two Types of Legal Disruption



Disruption of the 
Practice of Law



“Artificial intelligence is 

changing the way lawyers 

think, the way they do 

business and the way they 

interact with clients. Artificial 

intelligence is more than 

legal technology. It is the 

next great hope that will 

revolutionize the legal 

profession…. What makes 

artificial intelligence stand 

out is the potential for a 

paradigm shift in how legal 

work is done.”







Bennet Borden, chief data scientist at DLA Piper:
Any lawyers refusing to understand generative AI are 
“like the dinosaurs the day before the meteor hit: 
they’re extinct.”





Court Opinion: “If artificial intelligence sources 

were employed, no doubt counsel’s preparation 

time would have been significantly reduced.”



While there is nothing “inherently improper” about an attorney using artificial intelligence, 
wrote U.S. District Judge P. Kevin Castel, “existing rules impose a gatekeeping role on attorneys 
to ensure the accuracy of their filings.”  In this case, he continued, the attorneys “abandoned 
their responsibilities when they submitted non-existent judicial opinions with fake quotes and 
citations created by the artificial intelligence tool ChatGPT, then continued to stand by the fake 
opinions after judicial orders called their existence into question.”



“One thing is becoming clear: 

lawyers who use artificial 

intelligence will replace 

lawyers who don’t.”

Sources: AbovetheLaw.com; lawsitesblog.com



Disruption of the 
Substance of Law



AI: Machine Learning

Human Computer 
Programming

▪ Machine mechanically 
implements human-
made code

▪ Bad outcomes are 
attributable to bad code

▪ Human programmer 
can explain why 
machine did what it did

Machine Learning

▪ Humans provide data 
and specify overall goal 
for machine

▪ Machine self-learns and 
adapts its approach to 
maximize specified goal

▪ Limited explanation for 
why machine did what 
it did





A “smart” 

workplace 

robot 

unexpectedly 

reaches over 

and crushes a 

human 

worker’s head



Source: GamingTechLaw.com



Autonomous Vehicle Liability?

• Why did motorcyclist 
sue GM when police 
report said he was at 
fault?

• Would motorcyclist 
have sued car or its 
driver if human-driven 
vehicle?

• Why did GM settle on 
terms that plaintiff 
described as “very 
satisfactory”?



Biased algorithm leads to 

arrest of an innocent person 

for a crime he did not commit





Does Section 230 Protect Generative AI?





Defamation















A handout image generated by AI and provided by Jordan Rhone, which 
was created using Midjourney to highlight the resilience of conspiracy 
theories like the moon landing.
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