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PREDICTABILITY (DEFINITIONS)

The predictability of a 
model can be generally 
defined as the degree of 
accuracy with which the 

state of the system can be 
predicted in the future 

(Lorenz, 1984)

Climate predictability is the 
extent to which an 

informative prediction is 
possible if an optimum 

procedure is used.



The model skill at representing longer atmospheric waves at 500mb and above (Rosby waves) improves the 

predictions of forecasts substantially over a 10 day and longer for temperature. However, precipitation not so 

much as it driven to some extent by shorter wave/local disturbances 



ENSEMBLES AND DATA ASSIMILATION TO 
IMPROVE PREDICTABILITY

Perfect scaling

Inefficient scaling
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